GRANTEE SUCCESS STORY

How One 5th Grade Teacher Doubled

the Number of Fluent Readers

Cesar E. Chavez Elementary School | Parlier, California

Meet the Teacher:
Reyna Gurrusquieta

e 5th Grade Dual Immersion
Teacher

e 13 years of experience teaching
grades 5-6

e Teaches at Cesar E. Chavez
Elementary School in in Parlier,
California

e Has taught in Parlier Unified
School District since 2020
e Spring 2024 WordFlight grantee

The Challenge

Parlier Unified School District appreciates the
rich cultural heritage and native language of
their students, where 97 percent are Hispanic
or Latino and 59 percent are English
language learners.

Reyna is a dual immersion teacher at the
only school in the district with a Bilingual
Immersion Program. She has 19 fifth graders
in her classroom and fifteen of her students
speak a language other than English at home.
Most are native Spanish speakers.

In the fall of 2023, she identified a literacy
challenge: The FastBridge universal screener
identified that only seven of her students
were proficient in phonics and fluency.

The Solution

Reyna had first discovered WordFlight
through the Clever Library and immediately
recognized that WordFlight addressed

her needs. Struggling adolescent

readers often lack phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, and automatic word
recognition—a critical but often overlooked
precursor of fluency. WordFlight is a grades
3-8 literacy assessment + intervention that
helps students achieve fluency by moving
beyond decoding to learning how to use
letter-sound relationships in a way that results
in automatic word recognition.
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The Solution (continued) The Implementation

Reyna says: “l need help. I'm a fifth grade Reyna began using WordFlight in January
teacher. I’'m required to prepare them for 2024 after being awarded a Spring 2024
science and other core subjects testing at WordFlight Grant. She established a class
the end of the year on top of having to do routine: Students used WordFlight first thing
phonics and fluency. That’s just too much. in the morning during the literacy block for

| did not have the resources to do that.” 20 minutes every day but Wednesday.

To motivate the kids, Reyna designed a
tracker. “I wanted to get them excited about
how they’re growing,” she says.

Reyna instills students with a sense of

“ - -
F|nd | I‘Ig ownership over their learning. She meets
= with students one-on-one, discusses their
WordFlight was a .
test scores, works with them to set goals, and
game Changer_” celebrates growth.
— Reyna Gurrusquieta WordFlight fits perfectly into this model.

Reyna says, “Students liked the virtual world.
They liked that they had ‘voice and choice’.
They can choose where they want to go,
which definitely motivates them.”

The Results

After using WordFlight for four months, Reyna saw student progress towards fluency.

The number of students scoring as proficient in phonics and
fluency doubled on the FastBridge assessment (n=19).

Fall 2023 Spring 2024
Not Proficient 12 15
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Students also improved their proficiency in automatic word recognition
and decoding, as measured by the WordFlight Diagnostic (n=19).

January 2024 May 2024
+5 students became
4 students 9 students proficient
: +] student moved up a
At Some Risk 3 students 4 students category
. - -6 students were at
Not Proficient 12 students 6 students risk for not developing

fluency

Student Success

“It was just a joy to have them look up, raise their hand and say, Miss G., | moved up a level,”
says Reyna. “l couldn’t celebrate them enough.”

As a reward for the students’ hard work—all but one student met their personal WordFlight
goal—Reyna celebrated their success with a pizza party at the end of the year.

How WordFlight Works:

Quickly identify Track progress Leverage adaptive Implement
students who and personalize technology WordFlight to fit
struggle with learning with the to provide your classroom
foundational only patented personalized, needs with
reading skills assessment structured practice teacher-directed

that provides in an engaging lesson plans that
visibility into each game-like support explicit
student’s decoding, environment instruction in

On-Going Support

generalization, and
automatic word
recognition skills—
the best predictors
of fluency

a multi-tiered
system of support
framework

Get the support you need to be successful with WordFlight:

¢ Tailored implementation and on-going support
¢ Professional learning
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Get in touch to see how
WordFlight can help your students.

For more information, please visit wordflight.com,
email info@wordflight.com or call (888) 701-3009
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From WordFlight to Fluency
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https://www.wordflight.com/
https://facebook.com/foundlearn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/foundations-in-learning-inc
https://www.instagram.com/wordflight_read/
https://twitter.com/WordFlight_Read

